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Abstract: The theory of literature and textual criticism. 

Approaches to Swedish and Anglo-Saxon textual criticism 

Textkritik. Teori och praktik vid edering av litterära texter 

Traditionally, textual criticism has been considered part of the "preliminary operations" to be 

completed before the actual interpretation of literary works of art begins. And the task of the 

textual scholar has traditionally been to reconstruct the author's intentions, and to remove 

other people's corrections and alterations from the texts. In the last few years however, this 

view has been challenged, and greater interest has been focused on the social context of 

literary production. Some textual critics emphasize the interplay between author and 

publisher, and between author and audience. As a result, the concept of the author's intentions 

has come under debate. The theoretieal implications of the different views are examined in 

this paper. Some of the questions discussed are: What do the different views on artistic 

production mean? What theoretical bases are involved when choosing copy-text? What is 

meant by authorial intentions? Can these intentions be isolated from the intentions of other 

persons and institutions? Different standpoints are represented by, on one hand, Walter Greg, 

Fredson Bowers and G. Thomas Tanselle, and on the other, Philip Gaskell, Donald 

McKenzie, Jerome J. McGann and James Thorpe. Throughout, the different approaches are 

illustrated with Swedish examples, and the practices of textual scholars. At the end of the 

paper, five important areas for investigation are mapped out within the so-called "sociology of 

texts": (1) The creative habits of authors, (2) The history of the book-trade, (3) The historical 

sociology of texts, (4) The history of textual critieism, (5) Comparative textual criticism. 

Finally, a distinction is drawn between "synthetic" and "analytic" textual criticism - the 

production of definitive texts, and the understanding of how texts were originally produced. 
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